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Backyard Blueberries

Josh Fuder-Cherokee County

Growing Conditions
• FULL Sun

• Soil
• pH 4.5-5.2 
• High Organic Matter >3%
• Well-Drained
• Raised Bed or Mounded 

Rows
• Deep Mulch
• LOW Nutrients-previous 

garden sites often not a good 
choice

• Water
• Drip Irrigation Ideal
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Getting Started
Fall:Pre-plant

• Soil test
• Terminate existing 

vegetation

Winter:Pre-Plant
• Incorporate 

amendments: 
Peat/Pine shavings

• Follow up soil test

Spring
• Planting
• Fertilization
• Shape plants
• Mulch 4-6”

Summer
• Watering
• Fertilization
• Weed Management

Compost… Stay away
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Personal Experience

Note: Chlorotic leaves and 
stunted growth
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Initial Diagnosis: Soil pH is off

pH is Perfect!

However soil Calcium is more 
than double what is 
recommended making N and Fe 
unavailable to the plant

I never limed this soil but prior 
to houses being built this area 
was in cotton production and 
then dairy pasture
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Blueberry Types and Varieties
• Rabbiteye

• Not as sensitive to soil types
• Better Heat/Drought tolerance
• Deeper rooted
• Adapted Statewide

• Northern Highbush
• More Winter Hardy
• Early Harvest window
• Bigger Berries
• Northernmost Counties Only
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Varieties

LateMidEarly

OchlockoneeBrightwellAlapaha

CenturionPowderblueVernon

BaldwinTifblueTitan

Austin

Climax

Premier

Krewer

LateMidEarly

CovilleBerkeleyCollins

ElliotBluecropDuke

JerseyBluehavenEarliblue

LibertyBluerayPatriot

LegacySpartan

Rabbiteye

Northern Highbush

Pollinators
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Diseases – Mummy Berry
• Overwintered spores infect flowers and 

young shoots in spring

• Mild-Wet conditions at Bloom
• Serenade
• Captan

Photo: Dr. Elizabeth Little

Stages of Mummy Berry

Winter 
Mulching

Maintain open 
plants for drying

Bloom sprays if 
conditions exist
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Diseases – Exobasidium Leafspot
• Overwintered as an epiphyte on the surface 

of stems

• Fruit conditions cause sunken area without 
decay or leakage

• Lime-Sulfur spray in Late dormancy

Late Summer Leaf Spots
Photo: Bill Cline NCSU

Exobasidium vs Mummy Berry
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Botryosphearia Canker
Stress Associated

Dieback

• Poor Cultural Conditions
• pH
• Wounding
• Fertility
• Water
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SUMMER MANAGEMENT

July 18, 2024
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Rows with Scale

Same Rows

February 26, 2024

March 17, 2024
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Unpruned

• Pruned • UnPruned

Pruned

Nurseries

• Isons www.isons.com
• Brooks – outside Griffin

• Bottoms  www.bottoms-nursey.com
• Concord -
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